MOVING ON, STEPPING UP, REACHING OUT Doug St.George

Sadly, in the last month we have seen the passing of two of our members, Doug Duke lost a long bat-
tle with lung cancer, and Geoff Atkins died suddenly and quite unexpectedly. Both were active in their
woodcraft, as well as being involved in the activities of our Club. It was good to see a turnout of about
20 members at Doug's funeral, Geoff's was a private event, so we were unable to be present.

On a cheerier note, it was great to see such a range of beautiful work on the critique table at this
month's meeting, much of it from comparatively new members. Roy, who demonstrated what he has
learned about piercing and embellishing bowls, has only been turning for two years. There is also a
great line-up of trucks, the first production run of the new Toymakers Group, well done guys. All this
tells me that the Club is in good heart, new people are coming through the ranks and learning great

It is good to hear the Show Committee outlining their plans for making the Show even better. Their
plans sound exciting, their organization seems thorough, and their desire to involve the whole club
gets full marks from me. Let's all get behind their efforts.

Our conversations with the City Council, about the tenure of our Clubrooms stutter on, they are now
offering a year by year lease after 2014. Clearly there is no need to panic, we just need to keep the

matter in front of us, and as | indicated at the AGM, we will arrange a meeting with the Mayor before
long.

| was disappointed to see what a mess the storeroom is in again. It is not very long since we had a
good clear-out of unwanted junk, and made racks and bays, so that everything has a place. It looks
worse than a teenager's bedroom already! As with the workshop, the rule is: "Don't put it down, put
it away!" We can do better than this.

Last month's magazine featured two excellent articles, Jacob's on the recent Scroll-saw Day, and
Mike Harold's on a visit to a Violin maker. | have encouraged both authors to send them in to Creative
Wood. Well done both of you!

Winter is upon us, keep warm, keep working, and remember, "He who chops wood, gets warm twice!"

Doug St.George 573 8399
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Ten members attended.

The two new bench vices arrived, and a fair amount of time went into mounting them on their respective tables.
Improvements will be needed on the base attachments so some collective thoughts needed for next meeting (or sooner).

This distracted us from current projects, so be sure to bring along your decorated bowl / platter next meeting and we will
have some photos. May even persuade the Editor to include them in the next newsletter. A young Kauri recently felled at

Matua has fallen our way and has been slabbed at the Tauriko mill. Presently it is stacked at the clubrooms yard. It is very
wet so we may have to find long term storage for drying.

Next meeting 13 June

Ken Hawkeswood Ph. 5780074
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Don't the months fly by, we are nearly halfway through
_ the year already, next month will see us there. We have fin-
ished our trucks (‘and they look pretty good, thanks team) and
{ were about to start our dolls cradles, when we took another
| look at the plans, and found them to be too complicated, so
went back to the drawing board and came up with something
easier. It's not that we couldn't do it, just that they would have
taken too long and cost too much to make. Thanks go to Ron
for making a heap of Noughts and Crosses sets, and Seth for
the pile of carry trays. If we keep going at this rate we are going
to have a big collection to sell at the show and give to the Sal-
lies, any other donations will be gladly accepted.
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Beginners Group report:

Things have gone very quiet here, only a couple of keen learners turned up. However it's not about
numbers, as long as there is someone wanting some guidance, we will make sure there is someone there to
help them.

+2()(33




WOODWORK -- WHY | DO IT

The other day | was in my workshop doing my latest project and asked myself, “Why do | enjoy woodwork so
much?"

First of all let me say | am like everyone else. | thought it was a great hobby and maybe | could actually make
some money to at least pay for my materials. Well, the idea went out the window after | bought the relevant
equipment and various other tools | couldn't be without. That was my first lesson.

20-30 hours to complete. He looked at it, thought it was great, asked how | did it, how long it took, what kind of
wood, and then offered what he thought was a very fair sum. | tried not to be insulted and said | would be hap-
py if he would accept it as a gift.

No one understands the time, effort and skill it takes to complete a project. My solution is to not sell my work to
my friends, and that way | will not be insulted, and that way they will continue to be friends. Also for the record
to date | have completed over 125 projects and have yet to sell one. | guess that is why | earn my living doing
my regular job.

After realizing that | was not going to get rich selling my work, | asked myself again why it gives me such en-
joyment. | realized | enjoy the challenge of each new project. In am always amazed at different designs and
am always wondering if | can do them too. | guess | am amazed when all the pieces fit and the shape makes it
look like other peoples work. It is then | get that sense of accomplishment and it is then that | realize " this is
why enjoy woodworking".

Woody

HANDY HINTS

While trying to hold small pieces when sanding on a revolving sander, wear rubber thimbles . These give you
better grip and protect your fingers at the same time. They should be available from most stationary stores.

For scroll saw workers: When drawing lines to cut, on it is better to use a RED pen as the blade does not get
lost on the black line while cutting.

INTARSIA:

The art or process of a mosaic of wood fitted and glued into a wooden support. Popular in the 15th century
Italy for decoration.

HANDY WEB SITES

www.woodcraft.com
www.woodturnerscatalog.com
www.scrollsawartist.com
www.scrollsawsupplies.com
www.intarsia.com

Sent in by Roy Tregilgas
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Creating round circles with a bandsaw can be diffic ult even for the steadiest of
hands. But, if you need a project component such as a toy wheel with a hole in it's
center, this circle-cutting jig will suit your need s admirably.

To use our handy jig to cut discs to near-perfect shape, position the jig on your bandsaw
table so the center of the hole being used in the jig is directly across from the center of
the bandsaw blade (we recommend a 1/4" blade). Without moving the jig, clamp a stop in
the miter gauge groove directly behind the jig.
Use a compass to mark a radius on the piece of stock you need bandsawed to shape. Drill a hole in the center
of the marked circle. Fit the square blank onto the dowel in the jig (the dowel size must be the same as the hole
in the blank). Start the saw, and push the jig until it comes in contact with the stop. When doing this, you'll have
cut into the square blank. Now rotate the blank as shown in the photo. Turn the bandsaw off, and remove the
disc from the jig. Continue the process to cut as many similar-sized discs as you need.
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